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Statement on Academic Freedom
The members of IPSA RC 26 (Human Rights) have duly noted with deep regret that many of our Turkish colleagues and participants who were scheduled to attend and participate in RC 26 panels, had to resign and withdraw from the 2016 IPSA World Congress due to a travel ban imposed by the current Turkish government. RC 26 suffered from unexpected panel cancelations due to the recent travel ban.

In accordance with the IPSA Executive Committee statement, RC 26 is deeply concerned about the rising global trend of undermining academic freedom. RC 26 is also concerned about restricting freedom to travel in order to pursue academic activities and individual liberties of our Turkish colleagues. 

We stand for human rights not only in academic terms of teaching and research, but also in exercising it on a day- to- day basis. Therefore we show great solidarity with our Turkish colleagues and hope that their situation normalizes as soon as possible.
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Dear IPSA RC26 Members,

It is my honor to serve on the IPSA Research Committee on Human Rights (RC26) as its Chair. I am Mikyoung Kim at Hiroshima City University in Japan. I am a Korean citizen who studied and worked in the US before moving to Japan about 11 years ago. It took me a long journey with several detours to land on the topics of human rights in my personal life and professional career.   

I was born in Pusan, Korea, 53 years ago. I am the fourth of five children. My mother wanted to have one more son after my oldest brother was born. When pregnant with me, she consulted with several fortune tellers about the sex of her unborn child. All of them told her it was a boy. She became very happy and took really good care of herself. She ended up having a very healthy and well-fed girl child. That was me.

After I became an adult, I learned the reason why she was so desperate to have as many sons as possible. My grandmother had to undergo a hysterectomy soon after my mother was born. Then my grandfather took a common-law wife who gave him seven children. My mother told me, “I kept on seeing new babies when I went home from school.” My grandfather and his girlfriend continued their reproductive activities until they had a boy child, the youngest among the seven. My uncle was several months younger than my oldest brother. We grew up together like siblings.

I was an active and curious child. My mother used to tell me, “You should live your life as a person, not just as a girl. You can do anything. You can become anything.” I thought I could become the President of the Republic of Korea if I tried hard enough. Making her mothering work more challenging, I turned out to be a girl who just could not stand injustices. I often got into fistfights with neighborhood bullies and the boys dominating the school playground. Getting beaten up was a part of growing up on my part, and running out of the house on barefoot to rescue me from the bullies was a good part of her mothering experience. 

The Korean society was going through rapid industrialization and urbanization in the 1960s and 1970s. I saw my neighborhood changing very dramatically right before my eyes. Textile factories were appearing like springtime bamboo shoots on the land which used to be rice paddies. We could no longer climb up the trees and catch bugs in the rice paddies. The color green was replaced by shades of gray. We began to see the factory shuttle buses transporting young girls between the dormitory and the factory. The blank look in their eyes made my heart sink. They looked sad, tired and hollow. The neighborhood kids were chasing after the buses shouting “Hey, you, factory girls! You, factory girls!” We had a new group of people who were looked down upon in the society for being young, poor and female. Looking back now, I am relieved that I was not one of them. What the neighborhood kids were doing did not feel right at that time. I ended up writing a Ph.D. dissertation on the Korean factory girls in the textile industry in the 1970s. I could never forget their pale faces and the blank look in their eyes.

I married a Korean man and moved to the US when I was 24 years old. For 4 years, I stayed home cooking, cleaning and having a daughter. The severe social pressure in Korean society with regards to marriage and motherhood was not something that I could easily fight off. Pregnancy and child birthing was a truly eye-opening experience. I thought everything about it – biological, medical, sociological, economic, political and emotional – was utterly unfair. The social isolation as the wife of a foreign student and the mother of a daughter was also very debilitating. For the first time in my life, I realized that my childhood dream of becoming the ROK President was something not only unrealistic, but also undoable. I was a female and that involved a lot of extra baggage that I had to carry on my shoulders.

With those awakenings, I began graduate school with a toddler while being 5 weeks pregnant. My spouse took off to his own family in Korea upon my decision to pursue advanced education in the US. And he did not come back. I chose to add Women’s Studies to my study plans. In due course, I realized that the various ‘isms’ that contribute to injustices, such as sexism, nationalism, classism, chauvinism and elitism, are working together and mutually reinforcing each other. They were bound by an unjustifiable sense of entitlement to privileges and exclusive gatekeeping. I began to read extensively on the African-American civil rights movements in the US. I emphasized with African Americans and found inspiration in their courage. When I felt very lonely, I read Alice Walker and Toni Morrison. I was them. And they were me. We were the same.

I came to Japan, a land of known ethnocentrism and traditional discrimination against Koreans. That was in 2005. The society made me feel so very Korean. They defined who I was, and my existence consolidated their identity. But I hang tough. I have seen and experienced many things as a result of being a woman, colored, divorcee, single mother and poor. I had been prepared to fight and survive in this island country. I began to assist North Korean refugees settle in South Korea and Japan. I also work with the Korean community in Japan. I refuse to let the majority tell me who I am and how I should behave. I refuse to let them win my spirit over. I refuse to give up or to give in. 

My journey led me to write books on North Korean refugees in East Asia, and historical memory and reconciliation in the region. I have written extensively on human rights topics as an academic, newspaper columnist and essayist. These pursuits and social activism are my way of transforming the injustices into positive energy. This is how we, the human rights scholars and activists, can prevail and win.

This is my life story. And this is why I am here to serve human rights causes as RC26 Chair. I would like to listen to the stories of our members as we continue our life journey. Inspiration, hope and courage open the paths for the betterment of humanity. We need to learn from each other. The RC26 Newsletter is open to carry your stories.

This publication celebrates the first of IPSA RC26 Newsletter in its 30 year history. It owes many thanks to the newsletter editor, Dr. Oscar Perez de la Fuente, a lecturer in the faculty of legal and social sciences of Carlos III University of Madrid in Spain. RC26 will deliver useful information to our members such as awards, fellowships, job openings and call for papers among others. We plan to produce two newsletters per year. His work helps to create a stronger sense of community among the RC26 members for which all of us are very deeply grateful. Muchisimas gracias, Oscar!
Mikyoung Kim is Associate Professor at the Hiroshima City University in Japan. She has published many refereed articles and book chapters on memory, reconciliation, and human rights in East Asia. Her books include Northeast Asia’s Difficult Past: Essays in Collective Memory (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010; with Barry Schwartz), Securitization of Human Rights: North Korean Refugees in East Asia (Praeger, 2012), Routledge Handbook of Memory and Reconciliation in East Asia (Routledge, 2015), and Compressed Modernization, Deepening Crises: The Sinking of the Sewol and South Korea (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016, with JJ Suh). She is elected as President of Association of Korean Political Studies (www.akps.org) to serve a two-year term (September 2016-September 2018). She was a two-term member of ROK Presidential Council on Peaceful Unification (2013-2015), and Vice-President of ROK Fulbright Alumni Association (2012-2015).
IAPSS’s Student Research Committee on Human Rights and Gender Studies
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The Student Research Committee on Human Rights and Gender Studies is one of IAPSS’s seven SRCs that were established in 2015. Our SRC is currently comprised of six members who study political science, law, sociology, and related fields at different levels of study, from undergraduates to Ph.D. students. The aim of our SRC is not only to conduct and publish research, but also to share ideas, learn about each other’s cultures and research interests, and connect with scholars around the globe. Some members focus on human rights, some research gender issues, and some conduct research related to both. All of us are very passionate about research and the fields we are studying. We do our research either on an individual or collaborative basis. Concurrently, we also provide continuous feedback and review whatever we produce within the committee. At the 2016 IAPSS World Congress in Berlin, we presented our research at our own “Human Rights and Gender Studies” panel. In this academic year, we aspire to conduct original research, participate in conferences, and publish our work in IAPSS’s journal Politikon as well as other journals. Below, we would like to present our current projects related to human rights.

One of our projects, conducted by Eliška Jelínková, researches how legalizing sex work, and criminalizing the demand side, affects levels of human and sex trafficking. She explores whether criminalizing prostitution protects potential victims or whether it makes current victims of forced prostitution harder to help and rescue. She compares the case of Sweden, where purchase of sex is illegal, with the case of Moldova, where sex work is illegal.
In a second project, Yordan Nugraha analyzes the role of human rights during coup situations, for instance during the recent failed coup attempt in Turkey. The project intends to assess whether human rights obligations can be abased during coup situation. Specifically, it will scrutinize whether a coup could qualify as "an emergency situation that threatens the existence of a nation" within the jurisprudence of the ICCPR, and explore what safeguards are in place in such situation.
We are looking forward to building a lasting collaboration with the RC26! You can send us an email to src.humanrights.genderstudies@gmail.com and find more information about our members on our website: http://www.iapss.org/academics/student-research-committees/overview/human-rights-and-gender-studies-src/ 

Noble Prize to Santos for commitment to peace
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Alexander González-Chavarría, Ph.D 

Pontificia Universidad Javeriana 

Department of Political Science 

Bogotá, Colombia 

Colombian President, Juan Manuel Santos Calderón, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2016. This came as an unexpected decision from the Nobel committee. A few days before the announcement, President Santos had lost a plebiscite consultation with the Colombian electorate in deciding whether or not to implement the Peace Agreement with the guerrilla of the FARC (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia), signed in Cartagena, Colombia on September 26, 2016. The ‘No’ votes had won the majority only by a 0.4% margin (50.2% vs. 49.8%) with a huge abstention of over 60% of the total electoral census at 34 million people. 

Why award a Nobel Prize in such awkward political juncture? Colombia’s internal armed conflict is one of the longest and "protracted" conflicts in the Western hemisphere. The beginning of the conflict dates to the year 1964 after a period of brutal political violence known as the "Violencia." The conflict has left up to at least 220,000 people dead and almost 8 million of internally displaced people. Since the formation of the Marxist guerrilla of the FARC in 1964, the domestic armed conflict has undergone various phases marked by various cornerstones including the early framing of the conflict as part of the regional Cold War strategy led by the USA (the LASO plan); the convergence with the illegal crops and drug trafficking during the late 70´s and 80s; the process of creation of a new generation of ultra-rightwing paramilitary groups in the 80´s; the military build-up and victories of the FARC over the Colombian army and the nation-wide expansion of the paramilitary groups in the 90´s; the security strategy backed by the US known as the "Plan Colombia" from the late 90´s to 2002; the continuation of the Plan Colombia under the Uribe administration known as the Democratic security policy (DSP) from the 2002 to the 2010; and the continuation of the DSP and the beginning of the Peace process under the Santos administration from 2010 until now. 

In between, various peace processes were attempted with different rebel groups that were formed during the 52-year period, including a former peace process with the FACR in 1982 which led to the creation of the FARC’s political party known as the "Unión Patriótica" (UP; Patriotic Union). This was a major effort that failed to end the armed conflict between the FARC and the Colombian state, with the annihilation of the UP by the State´s security forces, an act of political violence under the prosecution of the Human Rights Interamerican Court and by which President Santos publicly repented and offered apologies to the victims.  

A second major peace negotiation with the FARC was undertaken by the Pastrana administration in 1998, but it failed again leading to the 2002 election of President Uribe with a promise to defeat the FARC. The military success of the DSP contributed to Santos’ successful presidential election in 2010. Santos, however, chose not to use the military in his dealings with the FARC. Instead, he began to negotiate with the FARC that yielded the formal establishment of the Peace Process in 2012. This strategy was taken as an act of betrayal by the former President Uribe resulting in a harsh opposition to the peace process. Santos stood firm in his negotiation proposal. And, the Peace Agreement was finally signed after 4 years of negotiations in Havana, Cuba.

The Nobel Peace Prize signals the international community’s support to President Santos for his commitment to end the violent conflict with the FARC. The Nobel Prize gives Santos a very substantial amount of political capital to negotiate his way to implement the Agreement. This, at the same time, poses a typical dilemma: how to implement the Agreement, while respecting the will of the ‘No’ electorate linked in part to Uribe´s opposition sector.

Alexander González-Chavarría is Assistant Profesor of Political Science at Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in Bogotá, Colombia. He can be reached at alexandergonzalezch@gmail.com.

Call for Papers 

-Power and 
Human  Rights
 

SERIES EDITOR:

Zehra F. Kabasakal Arat, University of 
Connecticut, USA
 

EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS:

Eva Brems, University of Gent

Dan Chong, Rollins College

David Cingranelli, Binghamton University

David Forsythe, University of Nebraska

Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, New School for 
Social Research

Rhoda Howard-Hassmann, Wilfrid 
Laurier University

Kathryn Libal, University of Connecticut

Lynne Rienner Publishers is proud to 
announce a new, interdisciplinary series, Power and Human Rights.
With a focus on power dynamics and their 
context, books in the series will explore

such themes as:

• the power of human rights as a concept

• advocacy for human rights as a power 
struggle

• the impact of power differentials on 
human rights

• institutional mechanisms that enhance 
the power of human rights advocates

• obstacles set by states and other actors to subvert human rights

 

We welcome proposals for thought-
provoking theoretical or empirical studies,and  we would also be happy to discuss 
preliminary ideas.

Please contact either:

Professor Zehra Arat | zehra.arat@uconn.edu
or

Lynne C. Rienner | 303-444-6684 | 1800 30th St., STE 314, Boulder, CO 80301

 ______________________________
 
The Age of 
Human Rights
 Journal
 http://revistaselectronicas.ujaen.es/index.php/TAHRJ
 
The Human Rights Age Journal is a scientific journal of international relevance, 
published in English, peer-reviewed and 
open-access, containing papers 
concerning Human Rights from different approaches. 
This Journal is edited in the framework of the Research Group “The Age of Rights”,   composed by about one hundred 
researchers belonging to some of the most important human rights research groups 
in Spain. 
Among the members of the Scientific 
Board are such relevant scholars as RobertAlexy, Joana Abrisketa, Kai Ambos, 
Reiner Arnold, Fareda Banda, Martha N. Bello Albarracín, Emmanuel Décaux, ElíasDíaz, Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, Todd Landman,Massimo La Torre, Mario Losano, 
Javier de Lucas, Susan Millns, Ramon Paniagua, Antonio E. Pérez Luño, Philip Pettit,or Richard Wilson.
The Journal has been included in the catalogues of LATINDEX, ISOC (CSIC), DIALNET and REDIB.
Call for Papers for the issue of 
December 2016
Submission instructions:
http://revistaselectronicas.ujaen.es/index.php/TAHRJ/about/submissions#authorGuidelines
Submission deadline: October 1st 2016
Manuscripts should be sent to
 tahrj@ujaen.es
8th Annual IPSA-USP Summer School in Concepts, Methods and Techniques in Political Science

January 23-February 10, 2017 University of São Paulo, Brazil

_________________________

Member Publications

Edwin Daniel Jacob (ed.), Rethinking Se- curity in the Twenty-First Century: A Re-ader, Palgrave Macmillan, 2016.
Mikyoung Kim. 2016. “Memory and Reconciliation in East Asia,” Korean Journal of International and Comparative Law, Vol. 4: 7-21. 

Mikyoung Kim. 2016. “Obama’s Hiroshima Visit,” The Korea Times, May 19, 2016. (http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/opinon/2016/05/162_205019.html)

Mikyoung Kim. 2016. “The US is the big winner in ‘comfort women’ agreement,” East Asia Forum, January 6 (http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2016/01/07/the-us-is-the-big-winner-in-comfort-women-agreement/).
Mikyoung Kim. 2016. “God is in the details: Japan-Korea Comfort Women Agreement,” The Indian Express, January 6. (http://indianexpress.com/article/blogs/god-is-in-the-details-japan-korea-comfort-women-agreement/)
Member Appointment/
Promotion 

Mikyoung Kim has been elected as President of Korean Political Studies for two-year term (September 2016-September 2018; www.akps.org)
Member Awards/
Grants/Fellowships
Job Openings

New Membership Features for 2017: Global South Membership Category
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IPSA is glad to announce that it has created new membership category that will help our colleagues from the Global South joining our international community of political scientists by drastically reducing their membership fees, therefore supporting IPSA's mandate to be inclusive, globally present and to develop political science in the whole world.

From now on, every citizen of a low and lower middle income country to complete an IPSA membership will be given access to a new membership category called the Global South Membership.

The rates of the Global South Membership will be as follow:

Global South Membership 2017-2018
	Regular 2-years
	US$ 80

	Senior 2-years
	US$ 30

	Student 1-year
	US$ 5

	Student 2-years
	US$ 10


These rates represent significant discounts, reaching up from 53% to 89% discount off the regular membership price.
BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW!



 

 
Here is the list of countries that will benefit from  the Global South Membership for 2017:
	Afghanistan

Armenia

Bangladesh

Benin

Bhutan

Bolivia

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cape Verde

Cambodia

Cameroon

Central African Republic

Chad

Comoros

Congo (Brazzaville)

Congo (Kinshasa)

Djibouti

Egypt

El Salvador

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Gambia

Ghana

Guatemala

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Haiti
	Honduras

India

Indonesia

Ivory Coast

Kenya

Kiribati

Kosovo

Kyrgyzstan

Laos

Lesotho

Liberia

Madagascar

Malawi

Mali

Mauritania

Micronesia

Moldova

Mongolia

Morocco

Mozambique

Myanmar

Nepal

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

North Korea

Pakistan
	Papua New Guinea

Philippines

Rwanda

Samoa

Sao Tome and Principe

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Solomon Islands

Somalia

Sudan

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Swaziland

Syria

Tajikistan

Tanzania

Togo

Tonga

Tunisia

Uganda

Ukraine

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Vietnam

Yemen

Zambia

Zimbabwe


This list will be adjusted at the beginning of every year to follow the updates of the World Bank's lists.

We sincerely hope that academics from these countries will take advantage from the incentives in place to join our international community of political scientists.

Please help share the good news with your networks!

For more details, visit https://www.ipsa.org/
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